Dedicated to my twin sinter, Mavis Man Wai Lung

Gong Xi Gong Xi

(“Congratulations!”)

and Optional Percussion*

Festive d = 90

for Two-part Treble Voices with Piano

Music and Lyrics by
CHEN GE XIN
Arranged by Lily Lung Grant
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* A woodblock could substitute for small gong. Small cymbals or suspended cymbals played by drum sticks
could substitute for cymbals. The parts for Optional Percussion appears on p. 10.
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Mei tiao da jeh xiao__ Xxiang, mei ge ren de jueh___ Ii,
Ev’ - ry street and al - ley, Ev’ -ry per-son you meet,
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jian mien di yi jue____  hua, doh shi gong xi gong Xi.
Greet each friend with  joy - ful song, Sing - ing “Gong Xi  Gong Xi!”
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Wen__  luen di chun__ feng, jiu yao chui sheng da di!
Spring time comes to Mo - ther Earth, All  life s a - gain new.
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Mei tiao da jeh xiao___ xiang, mei ge ren de jueh___ Ii,
Ev’ - ry street and al - ley, Ev’ - ry per - son you___  meet,
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Mei tiao da jeh xiao___  xiang, mei ge ren de jueh___ Ii,
Ev’ - ry street and al - ley, Ev’ - ry per - son you___  meet,
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jilan mien di i jue____  hua, doh shi gong xi gong Xi.
Greet each friend with  joy - ful song, Sing - ing “Gong Xi  Gong Xil”
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jian mien di yi jue___  hua, doh shi gong xi gong Xi.
Greet each friend with  joy - ful song, Sing - ing “Gong Xi  Gong Xit”
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Cultural Context

Gong Xi Gong Xi is one of the most well-known and popular Chinese New Year
songs today. During the two weeks of New Year celebrations, this song is heard in
Chinese communities around the world. But this song was not originally composed
solely for Chinese New Year. In 1945, Japan’s surrender ended the Second World
War, which also ended eight years of kang jian (JTBX - resistance war) in China.
Chinese people were ecstatic at the returning of peace. It was in this atmosphere
that composer Chen Ge Xin (1914-1961) created Gong Xi Gong Xi for the first post-
war Chinese New Year. The words “gong xi” actually means “congratulations,”
therefore it could mean both “the war is over!” or “Happy New Year.”

About the Composer

Chen was one of China’s most celebrated popular music composers in the early
twentieth century. He was active in Shanghai and Hong Kong. Many of his songs,
such as Rose, Rose, I love you and Evening in Shanghai still enjoy popularity and
have come to define the era.

Suggested Introduction for Concert

“Gong Xi Gong Xi is a song for celebrating Chinese New Year. It was originally
composed to celebrate the end of the Second World War. Nowadays it is sung and
heard in all Chinese communities around the world during the two-week long

* 9

Chinese New Year celebrations. The words “gong xi” mean ‘congratulations’.

Original Text Transliteration IPA [ Lyrical Translations-
EEARENE Mei tiao da jeh xiao xiang, | meTtias da tsia [ia® fian i?l:;ery street corner and small
SE A HIvEE Mei ge ren de jueh i, 'meTgo ren do tzuefli from every person’s lips
BEE AR jian mien di yi juu hua, tsien mien di ji dzi hwa when they see eéch other, the first
thing they say
HRWERE | dohshigongxigongxi. | doBfoganfignfi - Congratifations!?
.QS%EEU ﬁﬁﬂ ddngl tian y1 da6 jin tou dorj tlsnjl dﬁ.ﬁ dzin to ngter has already éome to an
end.
EESFHISE | jenshihao di xiaoxi d3 fis haG ds fiaG fi What good news!
BENE )ﬁl, -v wen nuan di chun feng wen nuan da tj‘an foy Warm spring wfﬁd
| BB [juyaocuisengdadi | dgiujoywe fpdadi | will oon wake up the Bt
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